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We refer to the Complaint brought against Joshua Generation Church, by a person or persons unnamed and with no factual details at all, before the SA Human Rights Commission, under reference WC/1213/0887, and hereby confirm our opposition to the further investigation of the Claim on the basis that it poses a serious threat to the constitutional freedoms of conscience, belief, religion and association in South Africa.  
South African law recognizes the importance of religion to society, and communities must be allowed, within appropriate limits, to practice their religion in relation to religious belief, family life and the moral guidance that parents give to their children.   The complaint before the Human Rights Commission, in so far as it challenges religious beliefs in relation to discipline in theory, poses a threat disconnected from any evidence of maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation in relation to any particular child. 
   It is an obvious attempt to interfere with the lives and beliefs of others and should not be proceeded with.

There is no law against corporal punishment and the assumption that it is harmful in itself to children is not only untrue but in contrast to the religious beliefs of millions of citizens who view it as their parental duty to provide appropriate guidance, including in certain circumstances, corporal punishment, for their children’s instruction and benefit.  As Christians who follow the Holy Bible, it is our strong conviction that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,”
 and that this includes God’s instructions on family life and discipline.   Interference with these rights and obligations at the theoretical level, disconnected from any evidence of abuse such as would constitute an assault as recognized by law, is an intolerable interference by the State with the sphere of privacy and religious autonomy all should enjoy.

We as religious believers hereby affirm and assert the right of religious people and all citizens to teach, manifest and disseminate their beliefs individually or through their associations, in the public sphere, and that these rights be recognised and respected in South Africa. As a central tenet to our belief is the concept of training up a child in the ways of God.
  

We as the Church of Jesus Christ [or insert other body or group here] recognise that all persons are made in the image of God and have inherent dignity.  As part of this faith we strongly denounce any maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation that threatens the dignity of any person and we believe this dignity is rooted in God’s creation itself.

The Christian [or insert other religion here] understanding of corporal punishment is most certainly not one of abuse or maltreatment, but rather modelling the love God the Father has for His children, in the home, by bringing correction in a loving manner and teaching our children of the consequences of their actions, thereby bringing up responsible and mature human beings who have been taught “right and wrong” and how to live with others who may think differently than we do.

We stand with Joshua Generation Church when we ask that the Human Rights Commission dismiss this complaint, and decline to investigate the complaint any further.
[Signed etc.]
� This is the language of the Constitution Section 28 (1) (d).  Section 28 also recognizes “the best interests of the child” (S.28(2)) and that it is: “inappropriate to place at risk the child’s well-being, education, physical or mental health or spiritual, moral or social development” (28 (f) (ii)).  We say this complaint and the assumptions behind it pose a direct threat to this right of children and their families in religious association or otherwise.


� 2 Timothy 3:16


� Other religions follow their own sacred texts and/or traditions in relation to the duties, obligations and rights of parenting and its religious basis and as such these religious tenets are protected as important parts of the freedom of religion.


� Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6
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