20 April 2015

CAN YOU PROTEST ASSISTED SUICIDE CASE PRETORIA HIGH COURT 28 April 2015?

Dignity SA has set a court date for 28 April 2015 to attempt to legalise
'doctor assisted suicide' for terminally ill patients.  Doctors for Life
will be opposing them in court.

EUPHEMISMS: Dignity SA argue that if the patient has less than 6 months to
live, this is not 'assisted suicide', but only 'assisted dying' and this
will have strict controls limited only to medical practitioners.  We argue,
there is no magical difference between 'suicide' before or after a person
has 6 months to live and that doctors are often wrong in their predictions
of life expectancy - there is always in any case a statistical bell curve on
such predictions, with 5 or 10 percent falling outside the normal
prediction.  This renaming tactic is similar to the abortionists renaming
their practice first from 'killing babies' to 'abortion' and then to
'Termination of Pregnancy' and then to just 'ToP' - all to hide what they
are doing.

PROMISES OF CONTROLS: Dignity SA promise there will be strict controls.  
- Nevertheless, even if one bought this argument, their leader Shaun
Davidson has already admitted to assisting the suicide of two people -
flagrantly breaking the law.  What is going to stop them continuing to break
the law in order to push boundaries further?  
http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/prof-i-won-t-assist-in-e
uthanasia-again-1.1756835
- They have also admitted that one of their legal applicants to die, got a
negative psychologist report, who said that in fact had dementia and did not
actually want to die.  This highlights the desire to commit suicide is one
that fluctuates, is easily influenced by others and by a person's short term
emotional state.  Suicide is however, irreversible.
- In other countries such as Holland, strict controls have been relaxed as
with abortion and there are continual calls to push the legal boundaries.

CLAIMING DIGNITY: Dignity SA, from its name and its court arguments claims
to be defending the right to 'dignity'.  Nevertheless, is a shameful death
and not a dignified death.

PAINTING PRO-LIFE AS UNCARING:  They claim pro-lifers are uncaring.  The
reality is that when assisted suicide legalised, terminally ill and elderly
people start to be put under pressure by uncaring family and medical workers
to commit suicide - to ease the financial and care burden.  Pro-life people
have always been at the forefront of hospice and other work to care for the
dying.

CLAIMING STOPPING EXTRA-ORDINARY MEDICAL INTERVENTION: Dignity SA claim to
be saving people from extra-ordinary medical intervention to keep them
alive.  Nevertheless, Pro-lifers have never argued the need to prolong the
life of terminally ill people by extra-ordinary medical intervention.  They
have just argued for 'ordinary care' for the dying (i.e. food, clothing,
warmth, basic medicine and nursing care).

Now some Pro-life people argue that they are focused on the abortion issue,
know more about it and thus are not so willing to get involved in the
Assisted Suicide debate.  Nevertheless:
- The abortion issue is a long term battle.  We lost the battle for the law
in 1996.  We continue to fight for hearts and minds and to save individual
babies.  It may take us decades to win back the law.
- The issues of Sanctity of Life are the same with Assisted Suicide as with
abortion.
- With a small amount of effort now, we can stop the attempt to legalise
assisted suicide as we have done twice before in 1999 and 2003.
Nevertheless, if we asleep, we may lose and this will substantially add to
the social decay of South Africa.  If we lose, it will then turn to a battle
for individual lives and to defend medical practioners against pressure to
become involved (as with abortion). It is much easier to defend than to
recover lost ground.  Please join the fight now.

Dignity SA will be holding a protest will be at 8am on Tuesday 28 April 2015
at the Corner of Paul Kruger & Madiba St, Pretoria outside the high court.
Can you join a counter demonstration?  Do you know others in Gauteng who may
be able to help. If so, please let us know.

Dignity SA say they have raised R30,000 of the R40,000 for their campaign
around this case.  Will you contribute to help us defend the Sanctity of
Human Life.
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