Words of hope for SA by Judge
Mogoeng inspired by message
from Angus Buchan

Chief Justie Mogoeng Mogoeng, left,
speaking at a cattle auction in
Lichtenburg. (WATCH VIDEO CLIP AT
BOTTOM OF PAGE).
South Africa is on the verge of a great breakthrough and
Christians who know their God can be like Daniels and
Joseph’s, coming up with God-inspired solutions to the
nation’s greatest challenges, Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng
said at a cattle auction in Lichtenburg on Friday.
Urging Christians not to give up “in these trying times” but
to take trouble to know God who is ready to release godly
answers to the land issue, crime, corruption, governance or
any other concern, Mogoeng said his short talk to the farmers
was inspired by a Scripture in a personal message he had
received the previous day, from another farmer — Angus Buchan.
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He read out Buchan’s message, which the farmer-evangelist had
sent him in response to a call to God to raise leaders of
integrity, which Mogoeng had made at a recent prayer event in
parliament. The message reads: “My dear Chief Justice Sir, a
very warm greeting to you this morning. I’ve just listened to
your most passionate and godly prayer. I want to say I am so
honoured to know you as my brother in Christ Jesus. Please be
aware of my constant prayer cover over you and your godly wife
and family. Much love in Jesus Christ, your brother, Angus
Buchan.”
Great exploits
Mogoeng then read the excerpt from Daniel 11:32, which Buchan
quotes at the bottom of his message: “… but those who know
their God shall be strong and carry out great exploits.”
Mogoeng said the relevant message from the book of Daniel
could not have been delivered by a more suitable person, as
Buchan, with whom he had prayed at the It’s Time prayer day at
Mitchell’s Plain in March, cared deeply for all the people of
South Africa.
Drawing from the Scripture and the broader book of Daniel, the
chief justice said Daniel was a man of wisdom and light who
had a supernatural capacity to explain mysteries and who, even
in captivity in Babylon, rose to be a top leader in that
nation.
Daniel had made it his business to fast and pray for 21 days
for his nation to be freed from bondage.
“It tells us it’s about time you and I prayed for South
Africa, prayed for Africa, so that the rapes, the murders of
everybody — including farmers, the corruption, that is

ravaging our country, can be a thing of the past, so that
South Africa can demonstrate to the world that it is capable
of being a country where black and white people live in peace
with no hostility, with no crime, where there is no corruption
whatsover, but unprecedented prosperity,” he said.
Daniel had also been called to relate and interpret King
Nebuchadnezzar’s troubling dream after all the magicians of
Babylon had failed to do so.
Divine revelation
“But because he knew his God as you and I ought to know our
God, he prayed unto to Him to reveal the secret to him. God
told him the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and the meaning of it,”
said Mogoeng.
Likewise when the king’s son and successor, Belshazzar and the
magicians he had consulted, did not know the meaning of the
writing on the wall, Daniel had interpreted it through Godgiven wisdom.
Daniel was not hungry for power and was not afraid to speak
truth to power, confronting both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
with their pride and God’s judgments on them.
“South Africans, all the problems you think are impossible, to
resolve, don’t go outside of the country for a solution. You
and I, the Daniels that are here, if only we were to make it
our business to know our God — mayors, premiers, presidents
[would be raised], who will not steal anything from anybody,
who will make it their business that there is police
visibility, so that we don’t get ravaged by crime, who will
make it their business to ensure that education if of a higher
quality, skills needed for sustainable economic growth, are
available in this country and through us Africa is impacted
positively. If only we were to make it our business to know
God, those capacities would be transferred to us,” he said.
“God loves us. Let us know Him. As we know Him He will deposit

His wisdom upon us. The land issue, you would have nothing to
be worried about because a godly solution would be released. A
godly solution will be released about crime, a godly solution
will be released about corruption, governance or any other
concern you may have.”
Mogoeng shared how in recent encounters with believers in Cape
Town and the United States, God had revealed to Christians
what he was going to do in South Africa.
“We are on the verge of a great breakthrough — don’t give up.
We all belong here. If Daniel could prosper on foreign land
and we are all South Africans, what reason do we have to be
worried? And the same applies to all Africa,” he said.
Unity, hope and healing
In his closing prayer he asked for a powerful message of
unity, hope and healing to spread through the nation.
Responding to Mogoeng’s talk at the auction, Buchan thanked
God “for our Chief Justice of South Africa Mogoeng Mogoeng,
who is man who is unashamedly standing for truth and
righteousness and the name of our precious Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ”.
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The Bible is full of stories of how God dealt with people and
nations throughout generations. Those who believed in Him
always rose up and defeated their enemies and did amazing
things.
One of the things that I have discovered as I paged through
the book is that many of those who were being used to create
these powerful stories that still provide inspiration today
were ordinary people who were going about their normal lives
and not seeking fame. These were ordinary people — some not in
any position of power — but their faith ended up contributing
more stories to the Bible than many kings, princes and judges
whose lives made no eternal impact.
In need of heroes
When you reflect on many stories of courage and determination
anchored by faith, one cannot help wonder whether God could be
speaking to some people today like He did in the past. Most
especially at this time when our nation is in desperate need

of heroes like David, who resolved a security crisis in Israel
that all its soldiers, intelligence and king did not know how
to resolve.
In those days kings would consult prophets in the land to find
out about their destiny, and to get advice on which economic
and military strategies to employ. There were times when
prophets were the only hope for to the kings, whose economies
were in dire situations.
At the word of the prophet the economic status of nations
would change for the better or worse, like when Elijah decided
there should be no rain for three and half years, leading the
nation into a season of drought.
The story of Joseph is another one that, if read too quickly,
one can miss the depth of lessons in it. God spoke to Pharaoh
through a dream, but he couldn’t interpret the dream. Joseph
was sent to him because someone knew he had a relationship
with God that gave Him access to His divine wisdom.
When Joseph interpreted the dream, he was hired on the spot to
a position similar to that of a prime minister, who was fully
trusted by the king.
Divine strategy
Joseph was then given a task to formulate and implement an
economic development plan based on divine insights.
Because of him Egypt had divine intelligence that other
nations didn’t have and were able to formulate and implement a
strategy that ensured food security for years of famine.
When the famine finally hit, people ended up coming to Egypt
from many parts of the world. They used their land as
collateral for food and when they defaulted Pharaoh gained
more territories, which expanded his empire. To this day the
Egyptian pyramids are a reminder of the great kingdom Egypt
once was.

I don’t believe Joseph’s family were the only people who ended
up relocating to Egypt and eventually becoming slaves.
These stories make one wonder if there is not perhaps a Joseph
or David in our nation today who could get divine wisdom and
strategies from heaven to help our nation overcome its many
challenges.
South Africa’s trial and error years
Since the dawn of democracy our country has developed a number
of economic strategies from Reconstruction and Development
Plan (RDP), Growth Employment and Redistribution (GEAR),
Accelerated Shared Growth (ASGISA) to the current National
Development Plan (NDP).
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industrialists, township economies and radical economic
transformation, but the reality on the ground is something
else. What all this means is we have been playing trial and
error for the past 24 years and have not been able to develop
a plan that works.
A word from God in 2017
Last year I covered a story, on behalf of The Christian
Times, of an interdenominational prayer meeting that was held
at the Union Buildings. This meeting was convened by Dr Eva
Seobi leader of Women Alive Ministries, who said God gave her
the date of October 3 2017 for the event.

Prayer day at the Union Building on
October 3 last year.

The message that Dr Seobi received was to gather South
Africans to repent for the sins of the nation so that God
could extend mercy and rescue the nation from a downward
spiral. The timing of the prayer day was interestingly just
shortly after Yom Kippur, the day of repentance for the Jewish
people. I’m told that at least a month before that day Jewish
people begin to search their hearts in order to repent to God
for their sins against Him and to one another. So, it seemed
South Africans were also being called to a similar thing.
What Dr Seobi didn’t know was that on that day, Robert Mugabe,
then president of Zimbabwe, would be visiting South Africa. In
preparation for the prayer day an invitation was extended to
the South African president — Jacob Zuma at the time — but
apparently he didn’t deem this meeting important.
At a recent meeting of Women Alive Ministries, one of the
leaders who was at the Union Buildings, Linda Gobodo began by
reminding the women about what God has done over the last
year. How God called the nation to repent last year at the
Union Buildings, and how, coincidentally, President Mugabe
happened to be visiting President Zuma.
She spoke of how the two presidents had ignored the call to
repentance and how both had lost their positions before their
terms were completed. While others might argue that these
facts are just coincidences, it is something that cannot be
totally ignored.
Could it be that God was giving the two presidents an
opportunity to repent?
What are we missing?
If God is speaking to our nation and we are not paying
attention, could we be missing out from having divine
strategies and insights that would help us to break the cycle
of formulating policy after policy without achieving real
transformation?

It is clear that the best economic minds that South African
government money could buy, both locally and abroad, have not
been able to crack the code of what is required to resolve the
economic dilemma of South Africa — just as all the wise men of
Egypt couldn’t interpret Pharaoh’s dream.
We have not been able to figure how to grow the economy and
lift people out of poverty at the same time. How do we respond
to the growing number of young South Africans who remain
outside the economic system and are driven to drugs and
crime? How do we educate our children and make them ready to
bring solutions to these problems?
Joseph in South Africa
Joseph was not active in the mainstream economy, with an
established big business. He just had the wisdom of God
despite being on the periphery of strategic decision-making
bodies of the day. He was perhaps like Chief Justice Mogoeng
Mogoeng at the time he was applying for the job. Judge Mogoeng
was then unknown to opinion-makers and the media made a meal
out of him when he said God had chosen him for that job.
South Africa can no longer afford more years of trial and
error. Many people believe that we have a new government under
brand new leadership but when you look closely you discover it
is the same people — just new slogans. These people have
demonstrated their limited power and wisdom to radically
transform the nation, these are the people who led us through
the trial and error years.
It’s time for us to pray for more people like Joseph, who were
not in the top echelons of Egyptian power or Pharaoh’s inner
circle, to arise out of obscurity and lead the nation into its
destiny. South Africa can only speak of a new dawn when these
people have taken their positions because new wine cannot be
contained in an old wine skin.

